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ACS Spending $1 Million on Propaganda - . 

Pennies-on Research, Tobacco Man Charges 

WASHINGTON, D.C., April 18, 1977 — A spokesman for the U.S. 
tobacco industry has accused the American Cancer Society of bad 
faith with its contributors in spending their hard-earned dollars 
on propaganda and lobbying instead of trying to find the causes.of 
cancer. 


The Cancer Society is emphasizing politics instead of research 
in a carefully planned campaign to stop the use of tobacco, Horace 
R. Kornegay said in a statement released this week in the nation's 
capital. Kornegay is president of The Tobacco Institute, a Wash¬ 
ington-based association representing the major cigarette manufac¬ 
turers, but he said he was stressing the concerns of the entire 
industry, from grower to retail tobacconist. ^ 

ACS has acknowledged allocating $1 million to the first year, 

O 

of a five-year campaign called "Target 5" which was adopted late GJ 

ae 

last year by its national board of directors. QO 


The stated goals of the Target 5 project are numerous, Kornegay 


said. They include reduction of the number of adult smokers by 25 
percent, prohibition of all a dvertising for cigarette brartds^ with 
more than half the market average of "tar" and nicotine, requirement 
of stronger warning labels on cigarette packages, and the elimination 
of the federal support program for tobacco growers. 

.Source:. https://www.industrydo®Uwr®Tts.ucsf.eduZdocs/trcmO.OQ4 ■ 
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• The opening salvo of what Kornegay described as "the Cancer 

Society's war on tobacco" was a "public hearing" on March 22 in Lbs 
Angeles, the first of eight proposed regional meetings that will 
stretch from Seattle to Atlanta. (The other meetings:' Denver, May 12; 
Seattle, May 17; St. Louis, May 19; Chicago, May 25; Boston, June 2; 

' V. Atlanta, June 14, Philadelphia, June 16.) 

Yj Kornegay said the Los Angeles hearing was "carefully orchestrated" 

. '"V. 

’.,T-’' to provide a forum for persons interested in publicizing anti-smoking 
messages. The other hearings, he said, will be "more of the same", 
as the Cancer Society tries to influence public opinion to favor 
social and legislative action toward the elimination of cigarettes. 

"Whatever happened to the society's stated philosophy, repeated 

• .1/- . .• 

1 yearly in their public reports, that 'adults must make up their own 
minds about smoking'?" Kornegay asked. "It is most regrettable that 
the Cancer Society has become totally committed to propaganda rather 
than the basic scientific research needed to prove whether its stated 

. ■ views about smoking are right or wrong. 

i _ . • # 

"The proper role of the Cancer Society should be to foster and 
provide objective information to a public quite capable of making its 
own judgments." 


The ACS has steadily denied that the smoking and health question 
is an open one. Meanwhile, its tax-exempt public contributions have 
grown well beyond $100 million annually, Kornegay said, and yet it 
has done comparatively little to seek answers to the many questions 


about smoking and health. "Instead, it has determined to secure 


government intervention in the personal preferences 
making their smoking decisions for them." 
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■ Source; https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.e.du/doGs/trqnr!.00p4. 




Kornegay said ACS has refused to share with scientists data 
from two of its most publicizedj'research" projects on smoking and 
health. He said ACS used the projects to promote its own conclusions 
but denied requests (1) from a panel of independent researchers for 
access to information collected in a "million person" statistical 
study of smoking and nonsmoking Americans, and (2) from the tobacco 
industry to permit a panel of scientists to inspect the material.and 
findings resulting from a "smoking dogs" experiment. 

"For as long as our product has been involved in this contro¬ 
versy, we have studied the question, supported objective scientific 
research, and have made our position clear; that smoking may be 
hazardous or it may not be; that only open and honest research will 
provide the answer, and not propaganda attacks," Kornegay said. 

Kornegay contrasted with the ACS the tobacco industry's com¬ 
mitment of more than $64 million to research grants that "we earnest¬ 
ly hope can bring answers to the many questions posed". He said 
the research is ongoing and grows larger each year. 


The tobacco industry, said Kornegay, is disappointed in the 
one-sided approach of the American Cancer Society. "The single- 
mindedness of the Society 1 s focus on tobacco to the exclusion of 


other possible factors misdirects both public attention and publi< 


funds," he declared. 

He said the tobacco industry does not question the right of 
the Society to publicize its views. However, it should not be per- 
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mi'tted to force its opinions on others through restrictive legis¬ 
lation. Such a Machiavellian attitude is intolerable in a free 
society. 

"We can only regret the American Cancer Society's use of this 
million dollars for behavior modification instead of needed, object¬ 
ive research," Kornegay said. 



Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/doe5/trc.m0OQ4 
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